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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
This communication is responsive to the Office Action, dated August 12, 2002. 

REMARKS 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC g 102 
Claims 1, 7, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 4,961,007 to Kumanoya et al. ("Kumanoya"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

Claim 1 recites that the second charge pump is adapted to be controlled by a 
precharge signal. The Examiner alleges that the RAS signal shown in Fig. 4 of Kumanoya 
corresponds to the precharge signal recited in claim 1 . Applicant disagrees with this 
interpretation. 

Kumanoya' s RAS signal is used to initiate an access operation for a selected memory 
cell (col. 4, lines 1-5). In contrast, Applicant's precharge signal is used to return a word line 
to a negative voltage (back biased) state after an access operation is completed, thereby 
reducing leakage current in non-selected memory cells. (See page 1 , lines 14-18 of the 
specification.) Therefore, Kumanoya does not anticipate claim 1. Likewise, claims 7, 12, 
and 13 include a precharge signal which is not anticipated by Kumanoya. 
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Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,052,022 to Lee ("Lee") in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,600,551 to Luscher, Jr. 
("Luscher"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

Claims 1-24 all recite some type of precharge signal. The rejection of claims 1-24 
under 35 USC 103(a) is based on an incorrect interpretation of a RAS signal as a precharge 
signal. The Examiner alleges that the RAS signal shown in Fig. 1 of Lee (in this case a 
complementary RAS signal RASB) corresponds to Applicant's precharge signals. As 
discussed above, however, a RAS signal is used to initiate an access operation, i.e., operation 
in active mode (col. 1, lines 51-55), rather than a precharge operation. Therefore, the factual 
basis for the rejection under Section 103(a) is incorrect, and a prima facie case of 
obviousness has not been established. 

Applicant requests reconsideration in view of the foregoing amendments and remarks. 
The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at (503) 222-3613 if it appears that 
an interview would be helpful in advancing the case. 



Respectfully submitted, 



MARGER JOHNSON & McCOLLOM, P.C. 
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